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Mr. Ecton, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S8. 2453] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2453) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue a patent in fee to Donald B. Billedeaux to lands 
allotted to him on the Blackfeet Reservation, Mont., having con- 
sidered the same, report favorably thereon with the recommendation 
that the bill do pass. 

It appears that Mr. Billedeaux is a competent person, well able to 
conduct his business affairs without supervision by the Federal 
Government. He has not resided on the Blackfeet Reservation for 
over 14 years and has supported himself and family through his own 
industry. 

This bill, if enacted, will authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue a patent in fee to Donald B. Billedeaux for his allot- 
ment No. 2724 on the Blackfeet Reservation, Mont. His allotment 
comprises 412,22 acres which includes his homestead of 80.81 acres. 

The enactment of legislation as proposed by this bill is necessary to 
permit the issuance of a patent in fee covering the homestead land 
as the act of June 30, 1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides that— 
of the lands so allotted 80 acres of each allotment shall be designated as a home- 
stead by the allottee and be evidenced by a trust patent and shall remain inalien- 
able and nontaxable until Congress shall otherwise direct. 

The Secretary of the Interior recommends the enactment of this 
bill, and advises that the Bureau of the Budget indicates that it has 
no objection to its passage. 

A copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s report, dated June 5, 1952, 
is attached hereto and made a part of this report, as follows: 





PATENT IN FEE TO DONALD B. BILLEDEAUX 


Untrep States DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., June 6, 1962. 
Hon. Josperx C. O’ MaHoney, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate. 


My Dear Senator O’ Manoney: Reference is made to your request for a re- 
port on 8. 2453, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to issue a patent 
in fee to Donald B. Billedeaux. 

I recommend that this bill be enacted. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to issue a 
patent in fee to Donald B. Billedeaux for his allotment No. 2724 on the Blackfeet 
Reservation, Mont. His allotment comprises 412.22 acres, which includes his 
homestead of 80.81 acres. The enactment of legislation is necessary to permit 
the issuance of a patent in fee covering the homestead land as the act of June 30, 
1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides that, ‘‘of the lands so allotted 80 acres of each allot- 
ment shall be designated as a homestead by the allottee and be evidenced by a 
trust patent and shall remain inalienable and nontaxable until Congress shall 
otherwise direct.” 

It appears that the allottee is a competent person well able to conduct his busi- 
ness affairs without supervision by the Federal Government. He has not resided 
on the Blackfeet Reservation for over 14 years, and has supported himself and 
family through his own industry. Mr. Billedeaux plans to use the proceeds from 
the sale of his allotment to establish a carpenter and cabinet shop in the town of 
Polson, Mont. The Blackfeet Tribe, or members thereof, who may be affected 
by the alienation of this land have had ample opportunity to acquire this property 
from Mr. Billedeaux if they so desired. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Rosert R. Ross, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of the Intertor. 
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